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Nunavik cultural landscape. Their simple structure and appear­

ance connect them to the land and belie an enduring resiliency, 

with minimal impact on the environment. These structures also 

play a crucial role in providing unique opportunities for Inuit of 

different generations to form close bonds, as well as revitalize 

and transmit Inuit culture and language. Preserving these cultur­

al landscapes is important, not only from a historie point of view, 

but also to prevent the loss of a natural and cultural heritage. 

HOW TO PROTECT 

THE NUNAVIK CULTURAL LANDSCAPE? 

Community and regional planning tools and policies are, for 

now, part of the solution to manage urban development and 

preserve Nunavik's cultural landscapes. They help identify the 

best potential areas for development and ensure that these 

will be suitable and appropriate for the well-being of the com­

munity. However, communities have found these planning 

tools to be very confusing and complex to use and implement, 

in spite of local consultations. Unfortunately, these efforts have 

not yet proven sufficient to prevent urban sprawl and contrai 

development outside of the municipal boundaries. Even if the 

land use planning aspect is improving, many problems still 

arise while the communities are expanding rapidly. Are such 

land use planning strategies and design approaches adequate 

for Inuit communities? How to adapt a well-established yet 

rigid municipal system that is not truly respecting the Inuit 

values, culture and lifestyles? Urgent reflections are needed 

at higher decision levels than those of planning and design. 

ln the meantime, a participatory approach to plan and design 

Inuit living environments is for now the best way to ensure 

that the development meets functional requirements without 

sacrificing Inuit values, culture, traditions, lifestyles and aspir­

ations. Such an approach is essential in order to preserve the 

Nunavik cultural landscape and prevent the loss of these very 

important natural and cultural special places. 
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NOTE 
1. Jackson, J.B (1980: 16] l'11eNecess/ryfor 

Rulns and OtMr Tapies Amherst 
U. of Massachusetts Press. 
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